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St Patrick's Day is a 

global celebration of Irish 

culture on or around March 17.

The Irish remember Saint Patrick,

one of the patron saints who spread 

Christianity in Ireland in the fifth 

century.

Patron: protector
Saint: a person who has received an official honour from the Christian,



St Patrick lived 
in the 5th century.
He was captured by Irish pirates aged 16 
and was a slave for six years.

Once he was free again, he trained as a 
priest in Britain and went back to Ireland.

He travelled the whole country and played 
an important role in spreading Christianity.

He died around 460 on the 17th of March.



Saint Patrick’s Day

• St. Patrick's Day started out as a 
religious holiday to celebrate St. 
Patrick's work.

• In the 1840s, many Irish emigrated to 
the United States*. The religious 
holiday has become an international 
festival celebrating Irish culture.

• During the festival, people participate 
in parades and dances, eat Irish food, 
and enjoy large firework displays on 
March 17th.

*There was a great famine in Ireland due to a disease that destroyed potato 
crops in 1845. And millions of Irish emigrated to the USA.

Famine: an extreme lack of food in a region, causing suffering and death
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• As Irish immigrants spread around the 
world, these countries developed their 
traditions.

• Today, New York City St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade is the world‘s oldest civilian 
parade and the largest in the United 
States, with over 150,000 participants.

• Each year, nearly 3 million people watch 
the procession.

Growth of St. Patrick's Day Celebrations

Procession: a line of people who are all 
walking or travelling in the same 
direction



• Every year, Chicago's Chicago River is painted 
green on March 17th.

• Only 40 kilos of paint are used to minimise the 
damage to the environment, and the river 
turns green in just a few hours.

The Chicago River Dyed Green



I love Ireland Fest in Japan

• Japan is another country that celebrates 
the festival very colourfully.

• During the last festival, 180,000 people 
took part in Tokyo's St. Patrick's Day 
parades.

• According to IrishCentral*, there are 
strong cultural ties between Japan and 
Ireland.

• One of the important reasons for this 
link is the "closed island cultures" of 
both countries.

*IrishCentral is the leading Irish digital media company in North America. 
https://www.irishcentral.com/about



St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations All Over The World





Why is the colour GREEN associated with St Patrick’s Day?

• Blue was the colour that was first associated with the saint.

• The earliest depictions of St Patrick show him in blue 
garments, and the colour also appears on ancient Irish flags. 

• In 1541, when King Henry VIII was declared the first English 
king of Ireland, he used a gold Irish harp on a blue flag for the 
Irish coat of arms.

• As the blue symbols became more associated with English 
rule, green grew in popularity as a symbol of rebellion. During 
the 1798 Irish Rebellion, the shamrock became a symbol of 
nationalism and the wearing of the green became a regular 
practice.

Depictions: the way that something is represented or shown
Garments: a piece of clothing
Rebellion: violent action organised by a group of people who are trying to change the 
political system in their country



• The shamrock was a sacred plant in ancient 
Ireland because it symbolised the rebirth of 
spring. 

• According to legend, St. Patrick used the 
plant as a visual guide when explaining the 
Holy Trinity.
(The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit) 

• That is why Irish people wear shamrock on 
St. Patrick’s Day.

A Sacred Plant: The Shamrock



• The Celts were a collection of tribes with origins in central Europe 
that shared a similar language, religious beliefs, traditions and 
culture.

• It’s believed that the Celtic culture started to evolve as early as 1200 
B.C. The Celts spread throughout western Europe—including Britain, 
Ireland, France and Spain—via migration. 

• Their legacy remains most prominent in Ireland and Great Britain, 
where traces of their language and culture are still prominent today.

Who were Celts



Leprechauns

• The red-haired, green-clothed Leprechaun 
is commonly associated with St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

• Leprechaun means "man with a small 
body".

• In Irish folktales, leprechauns
were cranky (bad tempered) creatures, 
responsible for mending the shoes of the 
other fairies.

Cranky: easily annoyed or upset
Mending: clothes that need to be mended



• St.Patrick's Day is often celebrated with 
corned beef and cabbage, soda bread and 
Irish beef stew. They drink green beer after 
dinner.

• Cabbage has already been an Irish dish for 
a long time. 

• Corned beef was associated with St 
Patrick's Day after the immigration of the 
Irish to the US.

Corned Beef and Cabbage



• According to legend, St. Patrick stood 
on a hill and drove all the snakes in 
Ireland into the sea with only a 
wooden stick.

• In fact, the island has never been home 
to snakes.

• The "banishment of the snakes" was 
indeed a metaphor for the defeat of 
pagan ideology in Ireland and 
Christianity's victory. 

The Snake



Irish Flag

Green: Represents Irish Catholics and republicans

White: Representing the hope for peace between them

Orange: Standing for Irish Protestants

The meaning of the colours on the Irish flag:



• Of course, beer is indispensable for the celebration. 

• Beer is Ireland's most popular drink.

• When green is the colour of the festival, Irish 
naturally make green the colour of the beer

Beer

Indispensable: too important not to have; necessary



Everyone’s Irish
on March 17th!

And the Irish have a slogan about St Patrick Day.
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