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What I want to share with you today is a craft work        

I made during the first COVID 19 lockdown.

I created a model of  Planet Earth, mostly using what 

nature gives us when she doesn´t need it. 



During the first lockdown period, I had to spend 3 months 

at my sister´s house in Wonersh, Surrey.

It was an extraordinary experience for me to be 

surrounded by nature, because her house is in the 

countryside and has a big garden with a great variety of 

plants.

As I love using what plants produce, which most people 

call rubbish, it was like a nature retreat for me.

I spent hours walking around looking at leaves, twigs, 

bark, seeds, etc. asking myself : 

What can I do with all this treasure?



On my regular walks while enjoying the fresh air, the sky 

- sometimes cloudy sometimes blue - greenery all 

around, the river flowing gently, birds singing and wild 

animals and insects running, my mind flew and flew 

away.

While I walked, I used my hands to bend flexible twigs 

that I took from the soil, making circles and destroying 

them, since at that time, I didn´t have any specific 

project in my mind.

I just continued to ask myself: What can I do?

Suddenly, I decided to make a globe of the Planet Earth!



Among the flexible twigs I collected were:

- Willow branches after removing the leaves

- Twigs from silver birch trees 

- Twigs from different coniferous trees



I didn´t write a plan. 

At first, I began trying to create the imaginary lines that 

run around the Earth and meet at the North and South 

Poles and the line of the Equator.

It was not easy!

I only wanted to use natural fibres collected nearby, 

instead of using string to connect the ends of the circles I 

made. 

Then, I decided to weave them together and so, I created 

the globe frame. 



First phase

The globe frame



The second phase was to put the continents onto the

globe. I experimented with different methods.

To do that I collected beautiful pine branches with

leaves and seeds and tried to do it countless times

without success, because it was impossible to create

the shapes of the continents and to add the oceans.



Then came the third phase!

I began to manufacture pieces of a kind of paper to

cover the planet frame. I joined and stuck bamboo

leaves together and bark from different trees.

In this way, I created a basic sphere made from natural

materials - apart from the glue - which I used to stick

leaves and branches together.



The bamboo leaves and 

trees whose bark I used to 

cover the planet´s frame.



Using blue acrylic paint (which was only the second

non-natural material for the project) I painted the entire

globe.

Then, I challenged myself in the fourth phase of the 

project by embarking on an in depth study of world 

geography and worked hard to reproduce the continents, 

poles, islands and lakes as near as possible exactly to 

scale. 



The final phase of the project was to create the 

shapes of the planet´s land areas (continents and 

islands) using pine needles stuck together and 

covering the edges using lichens to simulate the 

coasts. 

I also used these materials to shape North and South 

Poles.



Lichens grow on the branches and twigs of the trees 

and shrubs. Many of them are blown down by the 

wind.

I love collecting them from the soil and I was happy to 

find an opportunity to use these treasured items.



Finally, having completed the model of Planet Earth, I 

placed it by its axis, inside a big glass bottle that my 

sister found stored in the garage and I named it OUR 

COMMON HOME. 

You can see through the glass some samples of each 

material used in the project. 



I used these small pine needles to write the words.



Why did I choose the name: OUR 

COMMON HOME?

One of my most cherished values is the love of nature 

and so I have committed my life to its care and nurture. 

So, I took this title from Pope Francis, the Head of the 

Catholic Church, who asks everyone, regardless of 

religious or political beliefs, to protect the environment.



“The urgent challenge to protect our common home
includes a concern to bring the whole human family 
together to seek a sustainable and integral development…”

“ I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we 
are shaping the future of our planet. We need a 
conversation which includes everyone, since the 
environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its 
human roots, concern and affect us all .” 

“The climate is a common good, belonging to all and 
meant for all.”

Encyclical Letter of the Holy Father Francis Laudato Si’

“ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME” - Mar. 2015.




